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Suggestions for Improvmg Your Teaching

Educational Testing Service offers an on-line set of suggestions for improving Instruction. This Compendium of suggestfons includes practices thal
highly raled teachers say they use as well as research-based effective teaching practices. The suggestions are grouped according to the SIR (i

scales and are linked to additional sources of information.

Ta download a PDF of the Compendium go to: www.ets.org/sirii/compendium

{The percentages and means are based on the total number of respondents, not class enroliment.)

A Course Organization and Planning

Thea scale speaks ko how well tha Instructor has made requirements clear and ks prepared for each class.

It niso reflects whelher students view the instrucior as being in command of the subject matler and abla Lo

smphasize the importani poinis lo be learned.

1. The Instructor's sxplanation of course requirements
2. The Instructor's preparation for each class period

3. The instructor's command of the subject matter

4. The instructor's use of class time

5. The instructor's way of summarizing or emphasizing Important points in class

B. Communication

Making clear and undarstardable presentations and using examples or Hlustrations whet necessary are
imporiant tools for communicating with students. Communication is also facilitaled by an instrucior's
anthuslagm fer tha materlal and use of chalienging questions o problems in class.

6. The Instructor's abllity to make clear and understandable presentations

7. The Instructor's command of spoken English {or the language used in the course)
8. The instructor's use of axamples or illustrations o clarify course matarial

8. The instructor's usa of challenging questicns or problams

10. The instructor's enthusiasm for the course material

C. Faculty/Student Interaction

Students preler inatructors who are helpful, responsive and shinw concern for their students' progress.
Highly raled laachara are avaiiable Lo give studetits extra halp if needed and show a willingness to lixten
to siudents’ quastions and opinions.

11. The Instructor's helpfulness and responsiveness o students
12. The Instructor's respect for students

13. The instructor's concern for student progress

14. The availabllity of extra help for this class (taking into account the size of the class)

15. The Instructor's willingness to listan to student questions and opinions

+ This mean is tellably at or abova Lha 80th perceniile, See page 4,
- This mean is rellably at or below the 10th percentile. See page 4.
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